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WELCOME TO… 

CAIRNCASTLE HILLCLIMB 

FESTIVAL 
… where we are hosting rounds 5 & 6 of the Cas-Kart NI Hill Climb 
Championship.   

On behalf of Larne Motor Club, welcome to 
Cairncastle Hill Climb 2026. 

Set against the stunning backdrop of the Antrim 
Coast and Irish Sea, Cairncastle has become one of 
the most anticipated weekends in Northern Ireland 
motorsport. With fast flowing sections, technical twists 
and a flat-out charge to the summit, the 1.65-mile 
course continues to challenge competitors and excite 
spectators year after year. 

The popularity of the event continues to grow, 
reflected once again in another exceptional entry 
received well before entries closed. We are delighted 
to welcome competitors, officials and supporters 
from across Northern Ireland, Ireland and the UK for 
two exciting rounds of the Cas-Kart N.I. Hill Climb 
Championship. 

Cairncastle is a hill with character, history and 
unforgettable moments. Every year new stories are 
written on these roads, and we look forward to 
seeing what this weekend will bring. 

With the continued support of our sponsors, 
volunteers, marshals, residents and organising team, 
we remain committed to building and improving the 
event for competitors and spectators alike. 

Most importantly, we wish everyone a safe, successful 
and enjoyable weekend. 

Welcome to Cairncastle. 

Jonathan 





THANKYOU 

We would like to thank the 

following for supporting 

Cairncastle Hill Climb 

Laird Grass Machinery  

APW Fire Protections Ltd  

Carey Cleaning Machines  

Rock Motor Works  

Hawthorne Motors 

Woodside Logistics Group 

MAC Security 

The Autodock  

Bush Filling Station, Coleraine  

Spar, Craigyhill  

The residents of Cairncastle 

All Marshals 

SPECTATOR SAFETY  

Watching a live motor sport event is a 
thrilling experience and one of the best 
ways for fans to get close to the action, 
experiencing the sport’s sights, sounds 
and smells first-hand. The MSUK, event 
organisers and venues strive to keep 
spectators safe but ultimately all spec-
tators are responsible for their own 
personal safety  

Here are some tips that spectators 

should remember at live events:  

• Always keep your own safety in 

mind • Park in a safe place • Follow 

marshals’ instructions • Observe and 

obey all event signs • Stay within the 

official spectator areas • Do not enter 

any prohibited areas • Keep off the 

road or track • Listen to official an-

nouncements • Expect the unexpected. 

In particular, remember: • Cars may 

run wide on corners • Cars may cut 

corners • Cars may throw up stones • 

Cars may overshoot junctions • Cars 

may leave the road. So, have fun but 

keep safe!  

TIMES FOR THE WEEKEND 
There is no arguing that Cairncastle is one 

of, if not thee, best hillclimbs within the 

UK and Ireland. We are privilaged to hold 

this event and honoured by the repeat 

annual turn out for the weekends racing. 

Our goal is to make your weekend as fun 

as possible and provide you with as many 

runs as fesible. With this in mind we ask 

that all competitors be aware of their 

class running order, have fun and be safe.  

FRIDAY 26TH JUNE 

Practice starts at 13:00  Timed Runs start at 16:00 

SATURDAY 27TH JUNE 

Practice starts at 10:00  Timed Runs start at 13:00 

*Please note that these times may change on the day  

 



NEW FOR 2026 
UPDATED CHAMPIONSHIP CLASS STRUCTURE 
The 2026 season sees the introduction of a revised Sprint and Hillclimb class structure across 
Northern Ireland.  

The new format has been designed to provide clearer progression through the sport while ensuring 
closer competition between similar vehicle types.  

Although many familiar class numbers have changed, the exciting variety of machinery seen at 
Cairncastle remains unchanged – from standard road-going cars and historic saloons through to Sports 
Libre specials and championship -winning racing cars.  

 

 

 

 

 

P r e vi o us  C l as s  N e w  C las s  

1 A1 / A2 
2A A2 / A3 
2B A5 

3 A7 
5 B1 

6A C3 / C4 / C5 
6B C3 / C4 / C5 
7 C1 / C2 

8 D1 / D2 
9A D1 / D2 

9B D1 / D2 
12 D3 
13 E1 
14 E2 
15 E3 

16A A6 
16B C6 

THE NEW STRUCTURE - A CLEARER PROGRESSION 

A 
CLASSES 

B 
CLASSES 

C 
CLASSES 

D 
CLASSES 

E 
CLASSES 

ROAD GOING & HISTORIC Specialist Road Cars 
Modified & Historic 
Competition Cars 

Sports Libre, Rally & 
4WD Competition 

Cars 
Racing Cars 



RECORDS TO BEAT 
THE BENCHMARK OF THE HILL 

64.89 
SECONDS 

ROB DWANE - OMS 25 

In 2025, Rob Dwane became the 
fastest driver ever to tackle 
Cairncastle Hill, setting a new 
outright hill record of 64.89 
seconds around Northern 
Ireland's longest hillclimb.  

EVERY COMPETITOR LINING UP THIS 
WEEKEND STARTS WITH ONE TARGET IN 
MIND – CAN THE RECORD BE BROKEN 
AGAIN?  

FASTEST ROAD CAR  

79.56 

IVAN MCCULLOUGH 

CLASS 3 RECORD 

FASTEST HISTORIC 

83.03 

STEPHEN HARVEY 

CLASS 16B RECORD 

FASTEST SPORTS LIBRE 

68.25 

RICKY MCGIMPSEY 

CLASS 9B RECORD 

FASTEST VINTAGE 

96.96 

ANDY JOHNSON 

CLASS 17 RECORD 

OVERALL HILL RECORD 

64.89 

ROB DWANE 

SET IN 2025 

CLASS 6B RECORD 

79.10 

DARA FAY 

SET IN 2025 

CLASS 12 RECORD 

74.92 

ROB DWANE 

SET IN 2022 

CLASS 9A RECORD 

71.78 

DANIEL CAMPBELL 

SET IN 2023 

CLASS 7 RECORD 

72.79 

JACK BOAL 

SET IN 2022 

CLASS 6A RECORD 

83.42 

JONATHAN STRAIN 

SET IN 2021 



Drivers to watch 
At cairncastle 2026 

The hill record holder 
Robert dwane - oms 25 
back to go even faster in 2026 

These are just some of the top names to look out for this weekend. 
Scan the qr code to view the full and final entry list, classes and competition numbers 

DANiel      
CAMPBELL 

Toyota starlet  

Gary       
warren 

Razor empire 

Dara               
fay 

Suzuki swift 

Graham 
thompson 

Gtr turbo 

4wd firepower           
oliver Cormican             

William carey          
seamus morris              
ian lancashire 

See the entry list   
 & live times 

PROUD TO SUPPORT CAIRNCASTLE HILL CLIMB 



GET 
INVOLVED 
MARSHALLING  

Marshals are there to make 

sure that events are run safely 

and effectively. Duties range 

from displaying flag signals 

and clearing debris to 

providing communication 

cover as well as running a 

start, finish line or assembly 

SCRUTINEERING  

Scrutineers check that cars 

comply with the technical 

regulations to ensure safety 

and fair play. While experience 

in engineering or a similar 

technical field can be an 

advantage, it is not essential.  

TIMEKEEPING  

Timekeepers record 

competitors’ times and 

positions in order to determine 

the event results. Tools range 

from handheld stopwatches to 

electronic timing systems that 

can measure to the nearest 

thousandth of a second.  

OFFICIATING  

Once you’ve gained some 

experience in one or more of 

the previous roles you can 

consider becoming a Steward, 

Secretary of the Meeting or 

Clerk of Course, who are 

responsible for ensuring that 

events are run in accordance 

with sporting regulations.  

CLUB VOLUNTEER  

You could also join Larne 

Motor Club and help out as a 

committee member, treasurer, 

club secretary, social officer, 

equipment officer, publicity 

officer and more.  

Contact Larne Motor Club today and GET INVOLVED. 



WE'RE aLL FAMILY 

Cairncastle Hill Climb is more than a motorsport event.  
 
Behind every competitor is a family, a team, a volunteer or a friend helping  
to make the event happen.  
 
Across the paddock you'll find fathers and sons, brothers and sisters, 
husbands and wives, lifelong friends and multiple generations sharing the 
same passion.  



The people behind the event 

Every run up the hill relies on an army of volunteers.  

Many give up their entire weekend year after year helping deliver a safe and successful event.  



Life in the paddock 
Some of the best moments at Cairncastle 
happen away from the stopwatch. 
 
The paddock is where competitors prepare 
cars, help rivals, celebrate success and 
share stories. 




